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SISKIYOU WATER NEWS 

Continued on next page 

As many of you know, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is 

continuing to monitor the minimum stream flows mandated under its emergency 

regulations and potentially issue curtailments to achieve these flow demands. 

Through this process, SWRCB issued curtailments on March 15th of this year for    

certain junior water rights on the Shasta River. Included in this curtailment order 

was an order curtailing Big Springs Irrigation District (BSID), which supplies their 

members with irrigation water from three groundwater wells in the Shasta Valley.  

On March 29th, BSID filed a lawsuit against SWRCB challenging the Board’s 

jurisdiction over their groundwater wells. BSID also asked the court for an             

immediate temporary restraining order to allow its members to irrigate while the 

matter is being litigated. The hearing on that temporary order was set for April 1st in 

Siskiyou County.  

Close to a hundred Siskiyou County farmers and ranchers packed the      

courtroom and overflowed into the hallway at the new county courthouse as long-

time supporter and friend of Siskiyou Farm Bureau, Darrin Mercier, argued for BSID 

at the April 1st hearing. The fact that so many members of the Siskiyou County        

agricultural community appeared on such short notice gave powerful evidence of 

the importance of this issue to our community. 

At the hearing, the State Attorney General’s office arguing for the SWRCB    

attempted to stall the proceedings through a change of venue motion. Mercier    

successfully argued that such a venue change was inappropriate. Next, Judge      

Lawrence turned to the issue of a temporary order to allow BSID to turn on its 

pumps. The central issue for this hearing turned on whether the SWRCB could    

provide any evidence that BSID’s wells were interconnected with Shasta River 

stream flows. Despite having made many claims of evidence supporting                 

interconnection, SWRCB was unable to provide any studies or other proof           

supporting this position. Judge Lawrence took a recess to allow SWRCB to enter its 

90-page digest to the regulations into the record, but even this digest failed to     



provide specific proof about the interconnection of BSID’s wells with the Shasta 

River flow levels. As a result, Judge Lawrence continued the hearing until May 5th and 

issued an order allowing BSID to irrigate until that time.  At the May 5th hearing, 

SWRCB will again have an opportunity to provide evidence that BSID’s groundwater 

wells are interconnected with the Shasta River.    

This temporary order was a great victory for BSID and will allow them to begin 

growing crops this year. However, we shouldn’t lose sight of the fact that winning the 

right to irrigate for the month of April is now considered a major win for Siskiyou 

County agriculture. I don’t think I’m overstating the point to say that we are at a      

critical juncture.  

I can’t help but think back to the early 1990’s and the destruction of our local 

timber industry. In 1987, almost 300 million board feet of lumber was processed in this 

county. About that same time environmental groups began to take advantage of the 

spotted owl issue to stop logging. In 1994, the Northwest Forest Plan was adopted, and 

Siskiyou County produced less than 100 million board feet of lumber. In less than a 

decade, we lost an entire industry and economic base here in Siskiyou County.  

 Today, some of the same groups and even the same people that used the spotted 

owl to take the forests away from the timber industry are trying to use the salmon to 

take water away from agriculture. I have spent a lot of time lately considering what 

happened in the 1990’s to the timber industry and how we can avoid the same future in 

Ag. I can’t say there is any clear answer, but I am confident of two points. First, we can’t 

just keep our head down and weather this storm. And second, we can’t sue our way to 

victory. 

 For the last 25 years, we have been playing a game of defense, we fought the fish 

listings, we fought the ITP, we fought the TDML’s, we fought the public trust doctrine, 

we fought the irrigated lands program, and we fought SGMA, then last year we fought 

the emergency drought regulations. We won some victories. We managed to avoid 

some of the worst aspects of those proposals. But the whole time, we were dying the 

death of a thousand cuts. Historic ranches sold out one after another. Our kids saw the 

constant fight and looked for jobs off the farm. The longer we spend reacting to every 

regulatory threat rather than driving the conversation, the weaker we become. We 

need to take control of the initiative to push for a long term solution. 

         That brings me to my second point. Despite what happened at the April 1st     

hearing, this long-term solution won’t come in a courtroom. No judge is going to save 

us. Our solutions are going to come with bulldozers and excavators, not ink and paper.  
Continued on next page. 
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Cattle may move early due to feed  

prices, drought 

California ranchers are being squeezed by 

drought, high prices and, now,                 

transportation issues.  That is expected to 

result in an earlier, faster and more             

expensive move to get cattle to their summer 

grazing pastures.  “Normally, the movement 

from winter grazing country to summer 

grazing is a six-to-eight-week-long process,” 

said Ned Coe, a Modoc County rancher and 

California Farm Bureau field representative.  

“That’s impacted by the location of the   

grazing and when that feed dries up, and  

also the location that the cattle producer is 

moving his cattle to for the summer.” 



 Lawsuits may be part of a larger solution. We might be able to leverage solutions 

through strategic litigation or gain some beathing space. But ultimately, litigation in 

this state is a dead-end for agriculture. The other side has too many judges, too many 

lawyers, and way more money. 

 So where does that leave us? We need to solve the water and fish problem in    

Siskiyou County. Nobody else is going to do it for us. We may not agree that the     

problem is low water in the rivers during August and September. We may know that 

our rivers produce plenty of fish and the real problem lies in the oceans. But the       

regulators and opponents of production agriculture will never agree with us. So, we 

have to find a way to get them what they want. We need to increase the supply of water 

and fish in our valleys using every tool available. That means rehabilitating the     

mountain lakes in the Marbles, it means ground water recharge in both valleys, and off 

stream storage, and coffer dams under the tailings. It means getting Klamath River  

Water into Lake Shastina and the Shasta Valley, and it means starting an eyed egg     

injection program. We need to look to big projects, and we need to start working now.  

 These projects won’t get done if just one or two ranchers push for them. They 

won’t get done unless we are unified in demanding them and working towards them – 

and not just Siskiyou Farm Bureau. We need to reach out to other partners that have an 

interest in solving Klamath problems. We need to build political power. We need to 

join forces with project irrigators and upper basin irrigators. We have to amplify our 

voice, and we need to reach out to people that haven’t always been our friends. This 

state is flush with money for projects. We can’t get that money by ourselves, but if    

Siskiyou County Farmers went to Sacramento together with the tribes and some of the 

more solution-oriented environmental groups asking for water storage projects to   

augment late summer environmental flows we would be amazed at how fast things can 

get done.  

 We are at a critical moment. This will be a hard summer, but it might also be the 

summer that provides the opportunity to achieve meaningful solutions in our valleys. 

We either do something now or start looking for an exit strategy. I will warn you now 

that Siskiyou County Farm Bureau will be making some big asks of our membership 

this year. We will all need to invest in a different future.  

Sincerely, 

Ryan Walker 

President, SCFB 



…………….FSA UPDATE 

 

Siskiyou County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency Conservation Program Assistance 

Wildfires and drought have caused severe damage from the Lava, Tennant, and Antelope Fires.  If you’ve 
suffered severe damage, you may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP). For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated,         
would: be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to            
productive agricultural use; is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area;    
affect the productive capacity of the farmland; impair or endanger the land. 

If you qualify for ECP assistance, you may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible 
cost of restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers can       
receive up to 90 percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No one is eligible for more than $500,000 cost 
sharing per natural disaster occurrence.  

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all the following are met: an application for 
cost-share assistance has been filed; the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has    
conducted an onsite inspection of the damaged area; the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such 
as the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include 
cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required for rehabilitation. 

If you’ve suffered a loss from a natural disaster, contact the local FSA County Office starting April 1st, 
through April 29th, 2022 to request assistance. 

Apply for Livestock Forage Losses 

Producers in Siskiyou County are eligible to apply for 2022 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)    
benefits on native pasture. LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due 
to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. You must complete a 
CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than January 30th, 2023, for 2022 losses.  

USDA to Provide Payments to Livestock Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire 

The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that ranchers who have approved applications 
through the 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for forage losses due to severe drought or wild-
fire in 2021 will soon begin receiving emergency relief payments for increases in supplemental feed costs in 
2021 through the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP).  

ELRP Eligibility – Phase One    

To be eligible for an ELRP payment under phase one, livestock producers must have suffered grazing losses 
in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks 
or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2021 calendar year, and have    
applied and been approved for 2021 LFP. Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally 
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP payments, if they applied and were  
approved for 2021 LFP. Producers are not required to submit an application for payment; however, they 
must have the following forms on file with FSA within a subsequently announced deadline as determined 
by the Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs:   

CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application; Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet; 
Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity; Form CCC-901, Member              
Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 
Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if applicable); Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, if applicable, for the 2021 program 
year; A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation     
certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 
Certification) for the ELRP producer and applicable affiliates.   

 
Continued on next page 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0a52d7f598ef4a51034608da17451793%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637847882755204222%7CUnknown%


To further expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate an ELRP 
phase one payment, FSA will utilize livestock inventories and drought-affected forage acreage or restricted 
animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already reported by the producer when they submitted a 2021 
CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application form.    Phase one ELRP payments will be equal 
to the eligible livestock producer’s gross 2021 LFP calculated payment multiplied by a payment percentage, 
to reach a reasonable approximation of increased supplemental feed costs for eligible livestock producers in 
2021. The ELRP payment percentage will be 90% for historically underserved producers, including         
beginning, limited resource, and veteran farmers and ranchers, and 75% for all other producers.  These   
payments will be subject to a payment limitation. To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible 
producers must have a CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher Certification, form on file with FSA for the 2021 program year.   Payments to eligible 
producers through phase one of ELRP are estimated to total more than $577 million.  

ELRP - Phase Two     

Today’s announcement is only Phase One of relief for livestock producers.  FSA continues to evaluate and 
identify impacts of 2021 drought and wildfire on livestock producers to ensure equitable and inclusive    
distribution of much-needed emergency relief program benefits.    

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Assistance for Crop Producers    

FSA is developing a two-phased process to provide assistance to diversified, row crop and specialty crop 
operations that were impacted by an eligible natural disaster event in calendar years 2020 or 2021.  This 
program will provide assistance to crop producers and will follow a two-phased process similar to that of 
the livestock assistance with implementation of the first phase in the coming weeks. Phase one of the crop 
assistance program delivery will leverage existing Federal Crop Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program data as the basis for calculating initial payments.   Making the initial payments using    
existing safety net and risk management data will both speed implementation and further encourage        
participation in these permanent programs, including the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage Rainfall Index Crop 
Insurance Program, as Congress intended.   The second phase of the crop program will be intended to fill 
additional assistance gaps and cover eligible producers who did not participate in existing risk management 
programs.    

Additional Livestock Drought Assistance   

Due to the persistent drought conditions in the Great Plains and West, FSA will be offering additional relief 
through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) to help 
ranchers cover above normal costs of hauling livestock to forage.  This policy enhancement complements 
previously announced ELAP compensation for hauling feed to livestock.  Soon after FSA announced the 
assistance for hauling feed to livestock, stakeholders were quick to point out that producers also were     
hauling the livestock to the feed source as well and encouraged this additional flexibility. It is important to 
note that, unlike ELRP emergency relief benefits which are only applicable for eligible losses incurred in 
the 2021 calendar year, this ELAP livestock and feed hauling compensation will not only be retroactive for 
2021 but will also be available for losses in 2022 and subsequent years. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Siskiyou County Producers Can Now Book Appointments with FSA Online  
  
If you farm or ranch in Siskiyou County, you now have the option to conveniently schedule appointments 
online or from a mobile device. You can schedule appointments for a variety of services with office staff. 
The web-based system will automatically send you a confirmation email along with reminder emails for  
upcoming appointments.  USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is piloting Microsoft Bookings software in 
select Service Centers, including Siskiyou County, on a trial basis in order to modernize the appointment 
scheduling process. You can still choose to schedule appointments by calling the FSA office at your local 
USDA Service Center.   
  
For more information, contact the Siskiyou County FSA office at 1(530) 842-6123 x2.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frma.usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0a52d7f598ef4a51034608da17451793%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637847882755204222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLC
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0a52d7f598ef4a51034608da17451793%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Fnoninsured-crop-disaster-assistance%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0a52d7f598ef4a51034608da17451793%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Felap-livestock-fact-sheet.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0a52d7f598ef4a51034608da17451793%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0a52d7f598ef4a51034608da17451793%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637847882755204222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzI




WHAT AN HEIRLOOM TO PASS ON 

TO FUTURE GENERATIONS! 

We would like to thank Siskiyou County 

Farm Bureau President Ryan Walker and 

his wife Jennifer for purchasing the   

beautiful quilt made by the talented   

Carolyn Pimentel.   

Below you will see a copy of the quilt     

label which details information about the 

making and care of the quilt. 

Ryan & Jennifer are planning to display 

the quilt in the conference room at our 

SCFB office.  Everyone is invited to stop in 

and see this beautiful heirloom quilt on 

any Wednesday. 



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

 

 

JACKSON DUCHI 

YELENA BERNAL 

YULEIDY GONZALEZ 

ROBERTO CHAVEZ 

MASON JUSTICE 





A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES WHO MADE OUR SCFB 

DINNER A HUGE, HUGE SUCCESS! 

Mechanics Bank—Tri Counties Bank—Valley Petroleum—Carolyn Pimentel—American Ag Credit—Frank 

Watkins Ins.—Marshall Ranch—Shasta Forest Products—Shasta Valley RCD—Five Marys Farm—Kerns    

Irrigation—Etna Hardware—Michelle Rush—Cora Brownwell—Jason Singleton—Rockside Ranch—Valley 

Tire & Tackle—Moore’s Gravel Pit—Hurlbut’s Crafts—Mark Johnson—Bryan/Morris Ranch—Mary Ann 

Hanna—Darrin Mercier—Klamath Basin Equipment—Pape Tractor—Raleys—Ross Singleton, CPA—Ft. 

Jones Lumber—Jim Hendricks—Cal Ore Potatoes –KK Bar Ranch—Etna FFA—Range Magazine—Northwest 

Farm Credit—Clifford Munson—High Plains Cattle Co.—TC Ranch—Yreka Motors—Timber Products—

Wild Wind Rustics—Greg & Dona Farnam—G & G Hardware—Glorified Gourds—Scott River Custom     

Cabinets—Sharon Larivee—Finley Farms—Klanders Deli—Nationwide—Les Schwab—CA Outdoor         

Properties—Siskiyou Central Credit Union—Tim Lloyd—Cal Forest Nurseries—Friends of the Fair—Mark 

Crawford Logging—Sis. Co. Cattlemen—Sis. Co. Cattlewomen——Ag Mag—E & S Engineers & Surveyors—

Terry’s Nursery—DeClerck Enterprises—Scott Valley Auto—Rehbock Antiques -Denny’s Bar—Pat & Donna 

Griffin—Dan Freitas –Marble Mt. Machinery—Kathleen Starr—Shelley Suetta—Pam Hayden—Della       

Hayden—InterMt. Ag—Jennifer Menke—Caroline Luiz—Natalee Thai Cuisine—Siskiyou Pellet Mill –

Strings—Pelican Tractor—Alice Lycan—Callahan’s Mt. Lodge—Thoughtful Nest—O’Reilly Auto Parts—

Premier Oil Change—Siskiyou Wax Fire Starters—Running Rabbit Mills—Cheryl     Foster—Jenner Beef—Ed 

Staub—Jim Friden—TSC Tractor—Ellen Noble—Lake Shastina Caverns—Napa  Auto Parts—Martin’s 

Dairy—The Garden Crack—Wild Rags & Seasonings—Lonesome Star Ranch - Ryan Walker—Scott          

Murphy—Mark Klever –Mario Burch—G & H Gopher 
We apologize if we missed you.  Please contact 842-2364 . 
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AB Construction / Andrew Brown 

American Ag Credit 

Barn Builders Plus 

Basin Fertilizer + Chemical 

Belcampo Farms 

Bryan Morris Ranch 

Bundy, Lori 

Burch, Mario 

Cal Ore Telephone 

California Outdoor Properties 

CLT Logging 

Cooley 7 Ranch-Mike Matherly 

Costa Santos Ranch 

Cross Petroleum 

Dan Freitas Trucking 

DeClerck Enterprise 

Dixie Valley Angus 

Dustin Brown Landscaping 

Edward Jones/K. Charter Investment 

Farnam, Warren & Robin 

Fawaz Farming 

Finley Farms 

Forest House Ranch 

Fratelli real Estate, Inc. 

Gary P. Allen, CPA 

HH Ranch—Pat Hayes 

Hamilton Ranch 

Harris, Darrell/Valley Tire & Tackle 

Houghton, Rex 

InterMountain AG, Inc. 

Jefferson Resource Company 

Klanders Deli 

Kraus & Sons Ranch 

Law Offices of Darrin Mercier 

Les Schwab Tire Centers 

Lonesome Dove Ranch 

Marble Mountain Machinery 

Mark Crawford Logging 

Marshall Ranch 

Matherly, William 

McQuiod Well Drilling 

Mean Gene's Gas 

Mechanics Bank 

Minton Hometown Properties 

Monty Johnson Insurance 

Mount Shasta & Escrow 

Mountain Village Park, Inc. 

Murphy's Ranches 

Northern Nomad Winery 

North Zone Fallers 

Northwest Farm Credit Service 

Novy Ranches 

Orland Livestock Commission 

Porterfield Ranch LLC 

Scott River Custom Cabinets 

Scott River Pump & Irrigation 

Scott Valley Angus 

Scott Valley Disposal 

Scott Valley Vet 

Shasta Forest Products 

Siskiyou Central Credit Union 

Siskiyou Telephone 

Solus Ranch LLC 

Stateline Auto Parts Inc. 

TC Ranch 

Tulebees Apiaries 

Valley Pacific Petroleum 

Valley Tire & Tackle 

Whipple Electric 

Yreka Truck Stop 

 

THANK YOU          

BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

SCFB ANNUAL DINNER 

https://www.lesschwab.com/store/ca/yreka/676

